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Abstract :

A common theme in Cricket literature has been to select all-time cricket
teams of various cricketing nations, or even of the world. In this paper, we select
all-time alphabet teams from Test cricketers who had retired by 2021. This selec-
tion is aided by the 100 cricketers who have been inducted into cricket’s Hall-of-
Fame at this time. It is found that there are 11 Hall-of-Famers with surname
beginning with M, followed by 10 with surname beginning with G, and 9 each
with surnames beginning with B and H. Mathematical schemes to rank the
batting and bowling strength of a team are developed; and an all-round index
reflecting their overall strength is defined. It was found that as for batting strength,
the B-team came first, followed by the H-team, G-team and M-team in that order.
In the bowling department, the M-team came first, followed by the H-team, B-team
and G-team in that order. In overall strength, it was B-team in the first place
followed by the H-team, G-team and M-team respectively. Much of the B-team’s
strength is traced to Don Bradman, the most improbable athlete in all sports, who
is situated at 4.4 standard deviations above the mean in the normal distribution
curve.
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